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Department of Energy
Washington, DC 20585
August 28, 2001
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Ms. AL. Roth %\,J’ - %
112 S. Temple Drive [\y)f/“ ,{j"
Las Vegas, NV 89107

Dear Ms. Roth:

Over lie next several months the Secretary of Energy will carefully consider a large body of
scientific documents, as well as the views of the public, and decide whether or not to recommend
to the President that Yucca Mountain be developed to serve as our repository for spent nuclear
fuel and high level radioactive waste. As you probably know, on August 21, 2001, the
Department of Encrgy (Department) published a Federal Register notice (66 FR 43850) which
scheduled public hearings and announced a closing date of September 20, 200] for public
comments on this possible recommendafion by the Secretary. Your comments in response to this
notice would be very much appreciated.

The Nuclear Waste Policy Act, as amended (the Act), establishes the Federal responsibility for
the final disposition of spent nuclear fuel and high level radioactive waste in the United States.
This responsibility includes 50 years of defense legacy wastes that have resulted from the
development of nuclear weapons, spent fuel that has provided power for the United States Navy,
spent fuel from the Nation’s university research reactors, and spent fuel from the Nation’s
civilian reactors, which provide approximately twenty percent of our domestic electricity supply.

The Department has spent 20 years and over $6.7 billion studying various means to fulfill the
Federal responsibility. Since 1987, at the direction of the Act, the Department has been required
to focus exclusively on the Yucca Mountain site. The result of this effort is contained within the
Yucca Mountain Preliminary Site Suitability Evaluation (PSSE) and other scientific documents
produced by the Department. The PSSE and these other supporting technical documents are
available on the Internet (http://ymp.gov), or may be requested by telephone (1-800-967-3477).

The Secretary's recommendation regarding the Yucca Mountain site is an important intermediate
step in the decades-long process for siting and developing a repository. If the Secretary
determines that the scientific evaluation of the site indicates the site is suitable for development
of a repository, he may then submit a recommendation for site development to the President. If
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Federal officials said the

meetings--Wednesday in Las Vegas, Sept, ’Jrr"
12 in Pahrump and Sept. 13 in Amargosa 67 W
Valley near the site, about 90 miles north of h'

Las Vegas--remain on schedule.
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